
 

Active Playful Learning Ideas 

 

 Active/Agency 

● Offer students choices in the approaches they use to explore ideas and show their understanding. 
● Provide tasks with more than one solution or allow for more than one method or approach. 

Encourage students to find more than the first solution they reach. 
● Give individualized support and instruction to help meet students where they are.  
● Have students set goals, including developing plans and reflecting on their progress. 

 

Engaged 

● Incorporate small and paired-student groupings to allow students to work together.  
● Have discussions where students contribute to the conversation as much as you do. 
● Add hands-on tools to activities so students can create and show their understanding. 

Meaningful 

● Find ways to incorporate students’ interests and connect learning to their lives inside and outside 
of the classroom to make learning culturally responsive. 

● Explain to students the purpose of what they are learning and how it relates to their lives. Ask them 
to tell you how the topic will be useful to them. 

● Allow students to contribute to your classroom environment and have their unique work and ideas 
reflected in your space. 

Social 

● Encourage students to explain things to each other rather than you doing it in a group discussion. 
● Provide students with tasks where they must work together to meet goals or solve problems. 
● Support the development of prosocial behaviors in your students to allow for positive interactions 

among classroom members.  

Iterative 

● Revisit prior learning to help students connect their knowledge with what they are currently 
learning.  

● Ask and be responsive to open-ended questions, including questions that require students to 
explain their understanding. 

● Encourage students to engage in experimentation and exploration to develop and transfer their 
understanding to novel problems. 

Joyful 

● Model excitement for learning and discovery, including the delight of personal connections with 
students. 

● Provide students with opportunities to express themselves.  
● Support a love for learning by celebrating everyone’s growth, effort, and curiosity in learning, 

including your own. 
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