How Does Adult and Child Language Use During Mealtimes Impact Children’s Language Abilities in Spanish- :

Speaking Homes?
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« A child’s language environment has a significant « Consistent with our hypothesis, adults asking closed-
impact on their language abilities (Hart & Risley, ; ended questions was negatively correlated to
1994; Hoff et al., 2013). language abilities.
« When controlling for age (in months) and overall
» Most studies in this area look at child-parent conversational turns, adults using closed ended
interactions, pojcentlally missing other critical questions at mealtimes (e.g., “did you drink your
language input in the home from other members. i milk?” Was negatively correlated to overall processing

abilities (r(13)=-.568, p=.027).

e Interestingly, adults asking open-ended questions was
not correlated to better language abilities. We note
the small sample size was a limiting factor in this

e In this study, we used a more wholistic measure
by considering the total language environment of
a child by including language input from other
members in the home.

Mean Number of Adult Utterances

study.
OBJECTIVES
8 CONCLUSIONS
Our goal was to answer how adult language use
during mealtimes impact children’s language e Given that mealtimes are stressful for both parents and
abilities in Spanish-Speaking homes. children, the results shed light on the types of conversations
that adults should try to avoid, to lessen the detrimental
° Imperative Declarative Closed Questions Open Questions Seeking Repetition fa Ctors that Wi” impaCt Ch”dren,S Ianguage abi“ties'

- Examples
HypOthESIS Imperatives: Spa: “ya desayuna” Eng: “eat breakfast now”
Declaratives: Spa: “pro este es ketchup” Eng: “but this is ketchup”
Closed Questions: Spa: “aver tu tambien quieres?” Eng: “Look, do you want some?”
. . . . Open Questions: Spa: “y tu que vas a querer mija?” Eng: “and what would you like my darling?”
e We hypothesized that children in an environment that REFERENCES

encourages language (WH/ Open-ended questions)

will have higher language abilities Hart, B., & Risley, T. R. (1995). Meaningful differences in the everyday
' RESULTS experience of young American children. Paul H Brookes Publishing.

* Wehalsz hypOtheSizled that Crz”?rendin a?j e;/\/ironment Hoff, E., Core, C., Place, S., Rumiche, R., Sefior, M., & Parra, M.
that discourages language (Closed-ended/ Yes No ' (2012). Dual language exposure and early bilingual development.
questions) will have lower language abilities lnﬂuence Of Closed Ended QueStlonS on Language OUtcomeS Journal of child language. Retrieved March 24, 2023. https://

140 www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4323282/

METHOD Levine et al., (2020). Evaluating socioeconomic gaps in preschoolers’
130 vocabulary, syntax, and language process skills with the Quick

Participants: 17 bilingual Spanish/English children ages - Interactive Language Screener (QUILS). Early Childhood Research
3-6 years from Spanish dominant households = 120 o : Quarterly, 50, 114-128. http://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2018.11.006
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« Each utterance was categorized as declarative, S o
imperative or question (open-ended Wh- questions) = 90 & YSA200001@utdallas.edu
and compared to child’s language abilities. -
« Language abilities were measured by the Quick 80 & ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND CONTACT
Interactive Language Screener: English and Spanish 0 2 4 6 - 10 12 14 16 18
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Language Learning (Process) in both languages. | Thank yqu tO'Dr. Maguire and t.he D?velopmental
Neurolinguistic Lab at the University of Texas at
Dallas.
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